upcoming events

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY TEA

The public is invited and we encourage
you to join the Friends as they play an
important role in the future of the
Library. Please join us for a lovely
traditional tea.

February 18th

Look for event details soon at
www.pldl.org
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Public Libraries Are A
Wise Investment

Statistically it is found that for every $1.00 you
invest in your library, you receive approximately
$2 - $6 in return to your community.

How Much Does the Library Cost?
The library’s primary source of revenue is a 2 mil
levy of the residents of Houghton, Chassell, and
Portage Township.

Average Annual

Tax Per Mgggt“y
Household
Houghton $84 $7.00
Chassell $73 $6.08
Portage $55 $4.58

Library Value Calculator

Buying two books, renting two movies, and
subscribing to the Mining Gazette in a year would
cost you approximately $203.

Find out how much the Portage Lake District
Library saves you by trying our Library Use Value

Calculator at www.pldl.org/worth.html

Included in this newsletter are a host of features available to you from your computer
at home. These databases are featured in this issue. Additionally you will see by
township how much the average taxpayer spends in taxes for their library services.

The Portage Lake District Library will present the evening of March 16, the
following program. We will host Marquette author and NMU Professor, James
McCommons, presenting his new book entitled, “Waiting on a Train: The Embattled
Future of Passenger Rail Service.” We have purchased three copies; it is getting
great reviews and was selected as an Editor’s Pick by Library Journal in fall, 2009.

The author talks about the experience of writing the book and presents a Powerpoint
of images and information from his research. He is very knowledgeable and has a
warm, engaging manner. His program is about 45 minutes, but people may stop to
ask questions at the end of his presentation.

Tax Preparation Services February 2 — April 7

For the third consecutive year, a free income tax service is being offered at the
Portage Lake District Library. This service is sponsored nationally by AARP Tax
Aide and locally by RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer Program). The emphasis of this
service is on helping senior citizens and low income people file their income taxes.
This service is free and includes free E File. Each volunteer receives 30 hours of
training and is recertified each year. Tax Aide is available at the library starting
February 2 and will end on April 7. This service is

MRP available every Tuesday from 10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

and every Wednesday from 4:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. We
P will begin taking appointments later in January. To make
R R ™ an appointment, people may call the library at 482-4570.



The Michigan eLibrary (MeL)

NovelL.ist helps to find the next best fiction book to
read. Search by author, title, series, plots, or even
books like the one you just finished. Browse lists of

Mel is the Michigan eLibrary, an anywhere, anytime
library for Michigan residents.
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